BEST Behavior Lesson: SLANT
Purpose of Learning: 
1. Discuss ineffective versus effective listening.

2. Teach students about “SLANT”-- what it looks like, why it’s important, and how it connects with our school wide behavioral expectations.
Materials: One copy of a partially-completed SLANT chart with our school wide behavioral expectations on the back for each student, two piece of flip chart paper—one with “Ineffective Listening” and “Effective Listening” on top and one with a larger version of the partially completed SLANT chart.
Directions—Part One: Ineffective versus effective listening

1.  Ask students to pair up and decide who will be “Person A” and who will be “Person B.”

2. Tell the students that “Person A” will be the speaker and “Person B” will be the “listener.”
3. Let the speakers know that they are to speak for two minutes on a topic they know well, such as a movie they saw, a vacation they took, or a favorite hobby.

4. Tell the “listeners” to do everything they can to show the speaker that they are NOT listening.
5. After two minutes, ask the speakers:

a. Did you feel heard?

b. What were the “listeners” doing specifically that told you that you weren’t being listened to?”

6. Record their answers on one side of a flip chart labeled, “Ineffective Listening.”

7. Have the teams repeat the activity, but this time tell the listeners to do the best listening they can.

8. After two minutes, stop the action, and ask the speakers:

a. Did you feel heard this time?

b. If yes, what specific behaviors led you to this conclusion?

9. Record the students’ answers on the other side of the flip chart and label this list, “Effective Listening.”
Directions—Part Two: SLANT

1. To introduce “SLANT,” have the students listen to the SLANT song on You Tube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCYPgnWa0mM&safe=active
2. Pass out a copy of the partially completed SLANT chart with the school wide behavioral expectations on the back to each student.

3. Next, have students count off to five to form five groups.
4. Assign each group one of the SLANT behaviors—Sit Up, Lean Forward, Ask Pertinent Questions, Nod Yes and No, or Talk With Teachers.

5. Have the group complete their section by briefly describing the behavior and/or why it’s important, and how it supports our school wide behavioral expectations.
6. Ask a spokesperson from each group to come up to present their section while the rest of the students take notes on their individual charts, and the teacher takes notes on the larger chart.  (Please bring your larger chart to our next staff meeting to share.)
